         　　      Door To Door
This is a story about an experience that meant a lot to me. I was getting ready to finish college and I wanted to try something new.  (1) All my friends knew what they wanted to do in the future, but I didn’t have any idea. (2) Then I saw an advertisement for a group called “Citizen Action”. I got an idea! I decided to join the group. (3) I spoke to the director, and he hired me! (4) On my first day, I sat at a big table with the other employees. The director gave us a talk and (encouraged/urged/told) us to raise some money for the group’s recycling project.
     (5) The director gave us our clipboards and told us to meet back in 5 hours. (6) As I knocked on my first door my heart was beating – I was very nervous! (7) A man in his bathrobe answered the door! I looked (annoyed/irritated/angry). I started to tell him about our group – (8) But he shouted “NOT INTERESTED!” and slammed the door in my face. (9) But I didn’t give up! I went to the next door. This time, the man said he agreed with me, and gave me a $60 contribution! (10) I was very happy, and walked proudly down the street! 

     (11)A few weeks later our director showed us a newspaper headline: “Government agrees to Citizen Action Recycle Plan”. (12) Everybody cheered: “We made a difference!”
From this story, I realized the importance of not giving up. And I was able to make a difference for my community.
Vocabulary
Become involved: （市民運動などに）深くのめりこむ/かかわる・熱中する

Make a difference: 大いに影響する
Clipboard
Slam (the door)

Community

                      Emergency At Sea!
(1)This story is about a time Mr. Collins had a chance to do something he’d always wanted to do. (2)The story happened on his trip to America during spring vacation. (3)Mr. Collins’ brother and his sons go sailing every year.  (4)Mr. Collins always wanted to sail, but he never had the chance to, and, to be honest, he was afraid to try.  (5)This spring, though, he got the chance! (6)That day it was very windy, and his brother’s wife was very worried. (7)But they decided to go anyway. (8)On the ship, it was very windy, and suddenly, there was an accident! (9)The wind blew a pole and it hit Mr. Collins’ brother and knocked him out! (10)Mr. Collins realized that he was going to have to sail the ship! (11)Before he took control of the wheel, Mr. Collins prayed. (12)At first he was terrified, but gradually he gained confidence, and finally he enjoyed himself. (13)He was captain of the ship!! (14)Then Mr. Collins got a surprise. (15)He turned around and saw his brother smiling! (16)His brother had been faking it! (17)At first Mr. Collins was angry, but then he thanked his brother. (18)He got a chance to do something he’d always wanted to do! (19)-----------CODA-----------(20)-------------CODA---------------------------------
               Being A Soccer Goalie Can Be Dangerous!
(1)This is about a time when Mr.Collins did something to please someone even though he didn’t want to. (2)It was when Mr. Collins was working at an English conversation school in Kurume. (3)One day, Mr. Collins’ student asked him to join her son’s soccer team. (4)Mr. Collins, who sucked at sports, really didn’t want to. (5) But, Mr. Collins was   kind of a pushover, so it was hard for him to say “No.” (6)His student was like, “Pleeeease…” and Mr. Collins was like, “Ohh all right…” (7)At the soccer field, Mr.Collins was very clumsy in practice, and his teammates were like, “Where can we put him?” (8)So they decided to make him goalie. (9)Mr. Collins tried to psych himself up, dancing on his toes and saying, “You’re a superfast goalie!!” (10)Then, the other team attacked! (11)Mr.Collins jumped to block the ball, and the ball smashed into his face, breaking his glasses! (12)Extremely embarrassed and very irritated, Mr.Collins quit the game early and limped home, with a swollen, blind!　(13)Mr. Collins learned “that’s what you get for being too nice!” (14)------------------CODA-------------------------------

(15)----------------------CODA------------------------------------------------------------------
